
f you’re like me, no matter how large a space you have, it never seems
big enough. So many things in our lives seem to demand more and more
room, and if they don’t find their “home”, we often face regrettable 
consequences. For example, you decide to take an exciting gourmet
cooking course but lose the schedule among the piles of mail and miss

the enrollment deadline. Or an overlooked box of vintage books ends up
mildewed and moldy in the garage and has to be thrown out. Or you want to use
your good china but it’s nearly inaccessible at the back of your cabinet, so you
waste precious time digging it out minutes before your guests arrive. 

At the very least, without a plan for your paperwork, platters and pursuits, the
things you need, value and love somehow get hidden away from sight and 
forgotten. In this third article of the series, I give examples of how you can carve
out space to accommodate interests and hobbies, a home office, or treasured art.
If you’re thinking of upgrading or renovating your home, now is the time to 
evaluate your current and future needs for space and organization so that you’ll
be able to enjoy the benefits for years to come.  

HOBBIES & STORAGE
Whether your interest is cake 
decorating, knitting afghans or
reading biographies, you prob-
ably need extra storage space
for all the accoutrements.
Don’t overlook the extra space
hidden in the walls! 

One client of ours loved to en-
tertain and over the years had
collected a vast array of china.

She wanted the pieces easily accessible but not on display.  So we opened up the
space behind her dining room walls, added storage shelves, and concealed them
with floor-to-ceiling touch-latch doors that look like they’re part of the wall and
picture molding. Only she knows they’re there!

HOME MANAGEMENT
If you need additional space, take
into account little-used guest 
bedrooms, large closets, basements,
attics and garages as spaces that 
can be modified to serve dual or 
new purposes. 

For example, if you need a home 
office, consider borrowing space
from a guest room by installing a
Murphy bed in place of a sofa or
guest bed. When tucked away, the
Murphy bed frees up a lot of space that can be used in other ways.  If designed
properly, the cabinetry surrounding the Murphy bed can include beautiful 
custom-made doors, drawers and shelving that provide additional 
storage solutions.

DISPLAY
For those who love to travel or are
passionate about certain types of 
objects, finding ways to safely but
beautifully display collections is 
always a challenge.

If you have a large group of items,
consider dedicating an entire wall to
your display.  Several years ago we
were hired to design a house by a
client who extensively traveled to Asia and collected a wide variety of valuable
sculptures.  We chose his master bedroom walls as the place to showcase his 
collection.  The 12” deep displays are backed with acrylic sheets and illuminated
from behind, creating beautiful silhouettes.   He and his wife wake up each 
morning to admire and appreciate all the mementos of their travels.  n

Next month we will highlight spaces for stress management.
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Meet . . .
Donna Domenicali,  Allied ASID
Certified Aging-in-Place Specialist (CAPS) and owner of
Blue Heron Designs Inc.

Her firm specializes in providing design services for “baby
boomer” homeowners who want to update their 
residences, convert a space to suit lifestyle changes, or
accommodate visiting grandchildren or aging parents.

Her work has been published in the books, “Designed in
New Jersey, An Exquisite Collection of New Jersey’s
Finest Designers” and “Asian Influenced Architecture &
Design.” She has also been a guest speaker for several
nonprofit groups, including the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association. She serves primarily the New Jersey, New
York and Philadelphia areas. You can contact Donna at:
732-263-1300 or email: info@blueheron-designs.com.

Her work can be viewed at: www.blueheron-designs.com 
Call today to schedule a Complimentary Design 
Consultation.
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